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 Thank you, Chair; and good morning colleagues.  

 

 Hong Kong, China supports Colombia’s proposal, which has received the 

backing of 130 Members.  We refer to our previous statements on the 

matter.   

 

 The dispute settlement function lies at the heart of the WTO's rules-based 

system, providing Members with a predictable and enforceable framework 

to resolve trade disputes fairly and efficiently. It ensures that trade rules are 

applied consistently, thereby upholding the credibility and stability of the 

multilateral trading system.  It is precisely during challenging times that 

we must demonstrate our commitment to a sound and reliable dispute 

settlement system and maintain our trust in the multi-lateral trading system.  



Hong Kong, China remains dedicated to pursuing a balanced solution that 

upholds the integrity of the system for the benefit of all. 

 

 In the interim, the Multiparty Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement 

(MPIA) is a pragmatic and effective response to the immediate need for a 

functioning dispute settlement process. The MPIA offers participating 

Members access to a reliable and impartial appeal mechanism during this 

transitional phase.  We encourage interested Members to join the MPIA 

before the Appellate Body resumes its operation.   
 

 We look forward to continuing our constructive engagement with all 

Members as we work collectively towards restoring a fully operational and 

inclusive dispute settlement system that serves the interests of the entire 

membership. 

 

 Last but not least, we wish to thank you, Ambassador Saqer Abdullah 

Almoqbel for your leadership in the past year as the Chair of the DSB and 

also congratulate on your new role as the GC Chair.  Meanwhile, we would 

also like to congratulate Ambassador Clare Kelly of New Zealand on her 

taking up as the Chair of the DSB.  We look forward to working under the 

guidance of both of you in the coming year. 

 

 

********* 

 


